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SCHOOL VISION: 

Believe Achieve Succeed 

 

SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 

Success through Achievement.  Achievement through Education. 

 

 

Kia ora Whanau, 

 

We welcome tamariki and staff back to school. We are all excited to be at the chalk face 

and interacting with one another again. Thank you that your children are back with full 

attendance and ready to learn. Their behaviour is excellent; they are all very settled, 

happy, and respectful; we are off to a great start. 

 

CONDOLENCES 

Our sincere condolences go out to Rayella and her whanau for their recent loss of four 

family members. It is difficult to imagine. 

 

NEW ENROLMENTS 

We welcome Demitrius Grace, a Year 8 into the school. He is a welcome addition to our 

Senior Role Model group. He told his whanau that he loves Meremere School and that it is 

way better than his previous school.  We love to hear these affirming messages. We think 

Demitrius is pretty cool as well. 

 

STAFFING 

We have a full staff with Danielle and Faye and I all back teaching, Dot providing back up 

as Teacher Aide and our support staff Jane managing the office and Rayella back with us 

cleaning. Ray Erickson will be doing the grounds.   

Sadly, Kim has lost her job because her MOE funding is for two boys who have left the 

school, her last day will be Thursday 10 March. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Your Board of Trustees remain the same this year. 

Elected members are Chairperson Alison Kirkwood Tamati, John Ngatai and Hamayoon 

Khan. Jane Telfer is the staff representative and Board Secretary, and I am on the Board 

as of right. 

I congratulate Alison in her new role. 



John has stepped down as Chair and at the end of this year will step down from the Board. 

The BOT and I thank John for being a great Chair. He is a strategic thinker and great 

communicator and is quickly able to assess any situation. I shall miss his wisdom when he 

eventually leaves. 

Due to COVID the BOT elections have been delayed across the country for a couple of 

months and will be held later in the year. 

If you believe you would be great in the Governance role at the school, please consider 

this as an opportunity. Nominations for the BOT elections will be later in the year. 

 

GROUNDS  

We apologise for the state of the grounds. The Ericksons have been attending tangis. Ray 

will be in this weekend mowing and next week tidying the grounds. 

 

ROLL 

Our roll has dropped but with small numbers this year we are in a wonderful position to 

give the children lots of support and one on one attention. We thank families who have 

emailed us to acknowledge the progress and achievement their children make here. We 

also value those whanau who come in and talk to us honestly and openly face to face about 

concerns. The school and BOT are committed to addressing any concerns raised. 

 

BREAKFAST 

At Red light we are not having Breakfast at school, but we have received a new supply of 

weetbix. We have sent two boxes home this weekend with each child. We hope this helps 

with rising food prices. 

 

SENIOR ROLE MODELS 

Our senior role models this year are  

Aroha Kirkwood Tamati, Demitrius Grace, Daz King, Marwa Khan, Chloe Erickson and MJ 

Gillies. 

They are a positive group and are looking forward to supporting the staff and school in 

their role. 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 

The Public Health Nurse will be in over the next three weeks, talking to the Year 7 & 8 

children about their triple vax [NOT COVID] and taking the senior girls and boys for 

separate puberty talks. 

 

SPORTS  

Some unfair criticism has been levelled at the school about the lack of Sports. We have 

always taken Sports, PE and daily Fitness. We do agree however that the problem we have 

as a small school is the difficulty to muster teams. 

Sports has always been on Monday for the hour after lunch. The seniors will now be 

playing compulsory Sport at lunch times as well. Friday was to have been a free day for 

them but they are keen to play a sport that day as well. This term the lunch time Sports 

will be Softball and Cricket supervised by a teacher. 

 

 

 



FITNESS 

Because of the heat at 10.30 we have shifted Fitness from this time to the beginning of 

the school day and will change this back to 10.30 as the weather cools. The bell for fitness 

will ring at 8.25. The children understand that fitness is about aerobic activity so that the 

heart and lungs are pumping. They need to feel their heartbeat and they need to be 

breathing fast to increase fitness levels. 

The fitness programme is, 

 

MONDAY Obstacle Course on the Adventure Playground designed by Ian and Dylan 

TUESDAY Field running 

WEDNESDAY Court sprints 

THURSDAY Skipping 

FRIDAY Jump Jam 

 

Later when we have wet weather we will include Boxing to music which will be indoors with 

alternate Jump Jam sessions.  Our Yearly Sports overview is attached.  

 

SWIMMING 

Advice on swimming pools from the MOE came after we had made the decision not to open 

the pool. Managing the school at Red light is not easy and we are already seeing many 

schools having to close as a result of this quickly spreading variant. Children not wearing 

masks in that vicinity was a risk we were not prepared to take.  

 

CRICKET 

This replaces swimming for the first six weeks. We have a coach coming into school over 

the next three weeks. He is double vaccinated. Having a sports coach is always a fun time 

for children. 

 

WET WATER DAY 3 MARCH 

Mark this day in your calendars for fun with your children and a free BBQ. They will also 

show you their new cricket skills. 

At Red light even though we are outdoors we will be restricting numbers to 25. 

 

MASK USE 

Children in Room 3 are wearing these in class without complaint despite the heat. Well 

done Room 3. The MOE are now issuing us with 2000 of these so we can provide children 

with a fresh one as required. 

 

DUFFY BOOKS 

Books that were to have been sent out during the Lockdown last year have been issued at 

today’s assembly. 

 

CHROME BOOKS’ 

All of our children are fortunate enough to have a personal chrome book issued to them 

for individual use if they are Year 3 and above. At the moment we are waiting on a few 

licences for some children. Our tech person is currently at home isolating as he is a close 

contact. 

We appreciate all of the Chrome books being returned to school last year at Level 2. 



 

A QUICK SURVEY  

 

Please fill in attached sheet and return to school 

 

Thankyou 

 

Maxine Stensness 

Principal 

 
 

 

 

 

(Cut here and return to school) 

 

______________________________________________________________  

I have received and read the newsletter. 

 

Signed_______________________________  

 

 

Child’s name___________________________   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A QUICK SURVEY 

Name_____________________________ 

 

Four ways I believe the school can be improved 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your input to make our small school great. 

Please return to school with your child. 
 

 

 

 

 


